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SCOTT COUNTY IUCKER.
A Cancelled 2-C- ent Stamp.
An Old Farmer, a Civil War Veteran and Indian Scout,

Runs Against the Red Tape of Federal Authority.
(This article Rives an idea of the

doings in Federal courts, where a
lot of useless tax-eate- kill time
harraassing their betters. An old
fanner who innocently placed a
cancelled stamp on a letter and
tuuiled it, is brought into court.
But Harriman, who used the mails
to defraud the people out of fifty
million dollars in one deal, has not
been discovered by government

Editor.
O. V. Ogden in American Magazine.

"It's this-a-wa- jurge," the pri-

soner explained, wadding his cap
in his nervous hands, "my eyesight
ain't ns good as it was onct, say
when I was gov'ment scout with
Ginernl Mites when we fit the
Apaches. I'm git tin' old, jurge,
an' I give you ui' word an' doner
that if that there stamp's been dab-
bed with ink, I never seen it."

The deputy marshal who had
brought the old man from his home
in the Ozarks to answer to the
charge of washing and using a can
celed two-cen- t stamp, leaned over
and whispered confidentially in the
I nited states commissioner s ear.
The commissioner, a string ot a
young man with a knot at one end,
resented this confluence. o se
crets here, Mr. Hind, if you please,"
he instructed sharply. "What
ever evidence you have to offer
against the prisoner you may bring
out above your breath."

He took the mussed envelope, to
which the stamp in question was
affixed, and examined it. The
stamp had doubtless been canceled
in some rural office where the post
master had used the cork of his
ink-bottl- e as a die, and it looked as
if he had walked across it with his
muddy feet as an additional preeau
tion.

' ' My eyes, ' ' the old man repeated,
"ain't nigh what they used to be,
jurge, an' if that there stamp was
canceled, I never was able to make
it out."

"Where did you get it?" asked
the commissioner.

"Well, wheu I written that let-te- r

to m' sou. jurge, they wasn't
nobody at home but me. An' m'
wife, when she was goin' over to
the Samuelses' that mornin', she
said, last thing before she shet Old
Mother Hubbard an' her gang o'
chickens up so's that the cat would
not git at 'em. she said I'd find a
stamp in her ridicule haugitf by
the sage poke when I got up to the
p'int where I'd need one. I said I
'lowed it'd be purty late by the
time I got the letter writ aud the
invilup licked, 'cause I'm a slow
hand at writin', jurge, a powerful
slow hand, but they ain't airy
'uother 'n in the family 'at can beat
me. Wheu I write, jurge, I got to
have the whold house to m'self. I
pack the old woman an' kids off
some place, an' 'en I begin.

"Well, it was nigh dark when I
got done that letter, an' I taken
this stamp out of the ridicule, jurge,
but it didn't 'pear to have no d

on the back of it, so I slapped
a gob 0' 'lasses onto it an' stuck it
on, then I linked out to Lone Tree
an' shoved it through the hole in
Pi Lukerses door. Well, the old
woman she was aroun' in
her ridicule that night, lookin' for
a piece of beeswax I use to waxen
the thread with when I mend shoes
I was a patch on Kit Cur-son- 's

boot, Kit Carson he's m' sou,
jurge, full name's Kit Carson Nel-

son A. Miles Minkel when she
found a stamp. She belt it up an'
she says, sh-sh- 'Laws of the liv-iu'- s,

Henry,' sh-sh- e, 'that stump
vou said you used 's here yit.'

"S'l, 'Don't see how that can be,
'cause I pasted it onto the invilup
an' the whole caboodle's been
chucked iu Pi Lukerses postofflce
over to Lone Tree."

" 'Don't keer if it has,' sh-sh- e,

'it's here, an' like as not you went
and stuck the paper offen the end
of a spool on that letter, an' it
won't never git uowheres nigh to
Joe Hooker out in Arryzouy.' Joe
Hooker Minkel's his full name,
jurge, he's m' oldest boy, an' he's
a 'listed man in the ranks of Uncle
Sam's army, an' bis name's the
name I written on that there invi-
lup you're in your baud."

"Mr. Minkel," said the commis-
sioner, "there's no doubt about it
at all that you placed a canceled
stamp on this letter, but whether
you did it with the deliberate inten-
tion of defrauding the United States
government out of two cents I am
not certain. So I am going to hold
yon for trial, Mr. Minkel, as the
law regulating postage stamps and
other incidentals of this government
requires me to do, and release you
on your own recognizance."

Minkel nodded, not that he un
derstood, but more in the way of
giving expression to his utter

"In other words, Mr. Minkel, I
am going to have you sign a bond
of one hundred dollars for your ap
pearance here for trial at the next
term of the United States district

court, which will begin the first day
of next June. This paper is your
acknowledgment that you are under
the obligation of either appearing
for trial on that date, or of forfeit-ing,on- e

hundred dollars to the gov
ernment. That is to say, if you
don't come, you'll owe the govern-
ment one hundred dollars."

That's cl'ar, jurge, an' I'll be
here if I'm alive an' able to move a
peg. Gimme a pen, jurge, an' I'll
sock in' nnme down 011 that bond
as mauy times as the law 'lows."

Thank you, once is enough, 3Ir.
Minkel. Now," turning to the
deputy, 'you live at Spring Branch,
I believe, Mr. Hind?"

es, sir."
"And you worked this case up

from information furnished you by
your brother-in-law- , who is post
master at Lone Treehe reported
it to you and you secured the war-
rant for Minkel f"

'That's right."
'You went after him on mileage

and expenses, and you brought him
hereon mileage and expenses. How
far is it from here to Lone Tree?"

Hundred an' forty-seve- n mile."
And how do you expect to get

home, Minkel? Have you got the
money to pay your fare?"

I ain't got the price of a meal,
jurge," Minkel replied.

Well, Minkel, you can't walk
' ' said "andback, the commissioner,

it isn't fair to expect you to. I'll
start a fund to get your ticket by
throwing in a dollar. Any of you
boys in?"

Those addressed were some news-
paper reporters, some clerks from
the revenue offlees next door, and
other tax-eate- who took out their
spite against time by loafing in ap-
pointive offices iu the federal build-
ing. All contributed, und Hind,
the deputy marshal, threw in a cent
as a reporter placed the hat on the
commissioner's desk, laughing
loudly over the joke.

"What's that ani-mil- e bruyin'
about?" Minkel asked, bristling.

"His generosity moves him to
mirth, "answered the commissioner,
"he has contributed a cent toward
taking you home."

"I kain't except of his donation,
big 'r little," said Minkel, with dig-
nity. "Hand it back to him, please
sir. jurge."

dollars and cents
money matter once

been end it,
pocketed made understand anything

donors were all this noth
beneficiaries. "I'll be here, jurge.
said he from the door, "on the
tickiu' the clock."

A few hours later he returned to
the commissioner's office, put his

in at the door and beckoned
that official out. mysteriously.
Minkel carried a shotgnu, and was
watching the corridor like one ly-

ing in wait game. "I'll tell
you, jurge, how was," he ex-

plained, his gun slung across the
crook of his arm, ready for instant
use, his eyes marking everyoue that
came went. "It's this-a-wa-

dep'ty he's done me wrong,
first place for cloudin' m' name an'
'restin' me for something I never
done, 'r, if I it, done in- -

nercent a ehir, an cut-huul-

me up here. 'in I goin' to
stand amongst m' neighbors if I let
this thing pass? Then, he does me
more wrong nu' rubs in his insult
by offerin' me a cent where men
gives a dollar. So I was
an' when I here this
mornin' to git into that feller's
wool.

"Goin' a store where they
kep' used thiugs for sale, I saw this
here double-barre- l, britch-loadi- n'

ten-bor- e, with twenty-fiv- e loaded
shells, for fonr dollars au' a
It's a used gun, jurge, but it's a
good 'n, an' I in an' buys it. I'm
here that dep'ty,
an' I jist 'lowed I'd tell you. If
you hear any commotion out here
in this laue, jurge, don't pay
no 'tentiou to it, 'cause it'll only
be nie a crack at that skunk.
After I fix him I 'low to rack out
an' walk home. I won't mind
the tramp at all, jurge, I get
this offen my mind. I hate like
sixty to do a job like this with a
shotgun, musses a feller up so,
but m' rifle's the rack
down home."

It took considerable argument to
convince the old man that he would
get himself into more aud deeper
trouble shooting the deputy.
"You don't say so," he commented.
"Well, beat the law chauges

danged much I kain't keep track
of half of it any more. Mean to
tell me, it's agin the law to
plug a feller that drags down your
good name?"

"I am obliged you that
is the shameful fact, Mr.
said the commissioner.

"Well, I'm kind o' fuzzled.
What's this here country
to when a law Btens ud and says:
'Hold on, man, you kain't shoot a
feller uo more 'cause he's you
out a thief when you ain't, 'cause

he's made you out a liar when you
ain't, 'cause he's made you out a
post-offic- e 'frauder when you
ain't!' Well, jurge, that may be
a good enough law f'r but I
got opinions about it."

He went away at length, with
many assurances that he would be
on hand at the appointed time to
answer to the charge, according to
his construction, of tryur to beat
on' cheat an' 'fraud Pi Lukerses
post-offic- e at Lone Tree out the
price of a two-ce- stamp."

But the old man was uot present
when his was called on the des-
ignated day, and the crabbed dis-
trict judge ordered an warrant
drawn. The court was buzzing
through a batch of boot-legger- s and

nrtuinuinnother minor cases that .1
Minkel
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with your case? The court eeeepts
your excuse for being late, in fact,

you here the appointed
day, and will take your case up iu
due time. Find somewhere,
now, wait till you are called."

Minkel turning his hat,
raised eyes, cloyed with the

of years und adversities, and
begged, "Leave me make myself
plain, jurge, while I've got the heart

the couruge it, won't you,
your honor, jurge?"

wniting lawyers inside the
rail stirred nervously and some of
them went the corridor
smoke. A few court loungers drew
nearer, and the reporters came to
life. The judge, apparently bent
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THE RED SPECIAL.
TheSoeiali-tso- f the United States

are doing thing-- . Tatt aud
Bryan are talking into phonographs
o that "canned" may be

' delivered to the people thu- - avoiil-- ,

ing the unpleasantness of an-we- t-j

ing que-tio- n. tiie
have their candidate

for president aeros- - the country in
'a special train to talk to the people
and answer all

This train is known a.-- the "Red
Special" because it is red in color,
and the to carry it acro.--s the
country i rai-e- d by the

all over the nation. The
co.--t is .ti'o.uom and over halt of this
has already been paid in. The Red
Special left Chn-ag- on it.-- historic
mission Sunday with Gene Deb- - on
board, and it will hit all the high
place- - between the Atlantic ami the
Pacific

Debs is a Wonder. Wherever he
goes he sets the people on tire ( )ld
men who remember the stirring
times of fifty years ago. say that
Debs reminds them of Lincoln.
During August Debs campaigned
in Kansas aud below are some of
the reports of his meeting- - b capi-- I

tahst
Ftomthe Parson?, (Kans.) Dail

The Elks' Theater was
crowed with people who
turned out to hear V.
notwithstanding the warm weather.
It was noticeable that a
part of was composed

gressional district, which 1,012 of women
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'Eclipse:
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large
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Socialist

failed vote,

Louis

Socialist

sweat

party

1SIH"

believe

security

night

a

audience

stand.

"u.,

was the
fee ten

wuv

- t.. i .u mi...
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Iu places the judges and of to friends.

In

be

the
are

vehicleswas a long string ot on
Eighteenth street and also on Main
street, showing that many of Debs'
hearers had come in from coun-
try to hear him.

Debs declared and reiterated
statement that the "self-conscio-

was uot votiug either
Republican or Democratic
" His speech was Socialistic

from start to finish, and
audience seemed to be in accord with
him. As Debs grows older he
seems to growing intense
in his manner of delivery.

From the Pittsburg, (Kans.)
Daily Headlight:

"Eugene V. Debs, the great cham
pion of Socialism and the Socialist
Party's nominee for the office of

NO. 44

President of I'nited States, last
night addressed the district Social-i- t

meeting in progress at Lincoln
Park.

"Debs kept his audience spell-
bound for two hours, and there

many in the large audience
who not Socialists.

"The auditorium was filled to its
the many
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but perhaps,
'ash-Boo- outbreaks

of
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i sarcasm from some individual in
the audience showed plainly that it
U'nc u tniv.ifl itt.1..,.,i... tl.fif- .,. .fiwl.....T I. 111...... .......V... -

I tlie .iliiiiililte
capital-- ' U sneaker.

Turn bun Iooe before an army of
disconsolate or unemployed work-itigtue- u

and he can talk to them in
a way 'that will ea.--e their hearts.'
At many of his dramatic climaxes
there were stiriug en-

acted by the crowd. Thunderous
upplaus was frequent, and several
exclamations sanctioning a point
were heard during the address,
win h la-t- ed most of two hour.--.
Debs jumped right into his theme
and kept pounding it into the hearts
and mind- - ot the crowd until lie

lo-e- d his addre.. lie declared
that the parties id' the prc.-e-nt time

Republican and Democratic
were tor the conditions
ot the government at this time,

had been in the saddle for fif-

ty Near.--.

"The Republican party is square-- 1

on t nil for capital. The So-

cialist Party is squarely on record
for the luhoringmau, and the Dem-

ocratic partj well, it is trying to
go on teeord in favor of both,'
say.-- Debs.

"The speaker dealt out some-hor- t,

pointed sayings as these:
'There is '',' percent of the un-

ion nieu of Xew York state out of
woik. What'.-- the excuse for
this?'

'The worker.- - will only bem to
live when they get rid of capitalis-

t.-.' This wa greeted with en
thusiastic applaiis

"Soeiali-- m isn't to de.-tro- v the
home and induct free love. It is to
better the home life and give every
man what he produces.'

'Wedon't want your vote if you
don't know what you are voting
for.'

'We won't influence your vote
b.' whiskey.'

'We ate the only party on earth
that actually recognize- - a woman.
We believe -- he -- hould vote. Why,
it 1 were a member of any other
paity 1 would be to go
home and look my wife in the face.'

"Del).- - declared that there will be
more men out of work thi- - winter
than there are at this time. He
pictures a dark future for the next
five or seven year.-- He scathingly
referred to Rockefeller and Harri-
man. Morgan and J. J. Hill during
his speeches, calling them parasite.--.

"'No man can vote either the
Democratic or Republican ticket and
be a friend of labor.' -- aid Debs.
'For the rea-o- u that both are capi-
talist parties. There is a great and
irrepressible conflict in this country
between labor aud capital. The
Socialist Party i. the only labor
party in this country. The one
great is-- of thi- - campaign is
which -- hall rule, capital or labor?

"When the voter wakes up to the
fact that there is a mighty war be-

ing waged tor supremacy between
these two great economic forces,

Deb.-- , "he will bejiii to under-
stand what i meant by

Mr. Debs dosed his remarks with
a masterful tribute to in
which he gave hi- - audience a taste
of his oratorical ability and masterly
rhetoric

OPENING OF THE
Missouri state kormal School

Of Girardeau, will Open on

Tuesday, September 8, 1908

The following courses are offered:
1 . An Elementary Normal course,

leading to the Elementary Normal
Certificate, which is a limited state
certificate.

J. An Advanced Normal course,
leading to the Normal Diploma,
which is a life state certificate.

!. A College Course, leading to
veins usi:iiarj,'euiuiuem.ui. x ne ,

1116 of Mmdielnr ofUeRreenf the meeting us met in rts.
11.

it, c:. .!;-- - T v.'iuit.'S': it'iimuLr
L. .M.in f .Ith of Bachelor of Science.
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6. Special Courses in Music, Art,

Manual Training, Domestic Science
Bookkeeping, Stenography aud
Typewriting.

r or further information or
address:

STATE NORMAL SCHOOL,
Cape Girardeau, Mo.

B. S

NOTARYJPUBLIU
AND INSURANCE AGENT

Business 'Solicited.
Curd, Morlrv, Mo

JOHN McWILLIAMB.

ATTORNEY, AT LAW AND NOTABY.

Office up-stai- ra in Robertson B'd'.
Bbntom. Mo. 81'
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